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ON The HORIZON

THE SONOMA COAST IS AROMANTIC, WINDSWEPT LAND-
SCAPE OF OPEN GRASSY MEADOWS overlooking the ocean. The
light and weather shift at the whim of the Pacific, and the meadows are
studded with ancient oaks and bordered by deeply forested ravines.
Not unlike the high meadows above the fjords in Ive Haugeland's native
Norway, it was the relationship between sea, meadow and sky that
inspired this magical landscape just two hours north of San Francisco,
designed by Shades of Green Landscape Architecture in Sausalito.
Hageland, the principal of Shades of Green, was tasked with
giving a pyramidal 70s house a better relationship to its surroundings
and more usable outdoor space. The solution came in a series of linear
terraces, beginning with a bocce court at the uppermost level and
proceeding down short flights of stairs through the kitchen garden to
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the infinity-edged pool and pool house. Haugeland brought in architect
Helena Barrios Vincent to design the pool house, giving it a green
roof planted in wild rye and sedum to soften the view from above.
Appropriately, grasses and low shrubs dominate the chosen landscape.
The hardscape interventions are subtle: flights of concrete steps
float through the terraces while transforming into viewing benches
while deep-hued CorTen steel raised beds and steps define the soul
of the kitchen garden. Paved surfaces create slabs of concrete set in
linear swathes of grasses and low shrubs, and from this high up, the
seamless infinity-edge pool seems to slip off into sky and sea. The
Shades of Green team wisely paved only one side and by setting it
close into the slope and pool house, give it the sense of being literally
on the edge of the continent. — Philip Ferrato
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