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Rooftops
that rise
above it all

By Allison McCarthy

Just in time for summer, three local land-
scape designers share the San Francisco roof-
top terraces they’ve transformed from barren
wastelands to inviting urban escapes. While
the spaces share a common purpose — fresh
air, good company, rinse, repeat — their in-
spirations are as varied as the Bay Area’s mi-
croclimates. Luckily, the designers offered a
few tips so you can re-create their looks at
your own home.

Continues on page L12
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Hygge above all

“This space feels like you're on top
of the world,” says landscape
architect Ilve Haugeland of Shades
of Green Landscape Architecture
in Sausalito. She’s referring to a
630-square-foot Pacific Heights
private rooftop garden with a glass
enclosure offering unobstructed
views of the Golden Gate Bridge
and Marin Headlands. “But it
needed to be cozied up, and the
idea of hygge came to mind.” The
Scandinavian concept of comfort
and contentment (pronounced
HUE-ga) has become a hashtag-
worthy catchall for warm and
inviting spaces, but it's a fitting
solution for an outdoor space
exposed to the elements, especial-
ly for the Norwegian-born Haugeland. On the ipe wood decking, woven lounge
seating is anchored by a modern gas fire pit offering a place to lounge on
warm days and get toasty on cool nights. For privacy and wind protection, the
deck is surrounded by custom aluminum vessels densely packed with water-
wise plants — Haugeland chose ‘Karl Foerster’ reed grass for height, a variety
of succulents for texture, and bright red kangaroo paw for color. But Hauge-
land intentionally left the majority of the north-facing wall blank; the sheer
glass highlights the drama of the view and, for anyone courageous enough to
get close, creates a sense that you are standing on a precipice.

Get the look: Haugeland recommends using the biggest planters you can
afford and have the room to accommodate; plants will grow more easily and
won't dry out as fast. It also allows you to create a more interesting palette of
plants. “In this case, you can even cut some of the kangaroo paws to add to
indoor arrangements,” she says.
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