Open Season

With summer coming into full swing, outdoor living spaces are monop-
olized as much as their indoor counterparts. Whether you want to dine

alfresco, take shelter in the shade, or mingle by moonlight, we'll show
you how to score an outside setup as green as its surroundings.

» by STEPHANIEAURORALEWIS

PREVAILED UPON BY A TECHNOCRATIC SOCIETY THAT EVERY NOW AND THEN ALIENATES THE
HUMAN FROM NATURE AND SOCIAL INTERACTION, RUMOR HAS IT THAT ECOLOGICAL OUT-
DOOR LIVING SPACES ARE GREATLY COVETED SAFE HAVENS. AND THE SKY’S THE LIMIT: AN
OUTDOOR LIVING SPACE OR ROOM CAN TAKE ON THE FUNCTIONS OF ANY INTERIOR HOME
SPACE WITHIN THE CONSTRUCTS AND LIMITS OF ANY LOCALE. FURTHERMORE, THE HEART OF
GREEN ARCHITECTURE IS MEANT TO BRING HUMANKIND’S MENTAL, EMOTIONAL, AND PHYSI-
CAL CONDITIONS BACK INTO THE SAFETY OF A NATURAL ENVIRONMENT. IVE HAUGELAND
AND TYLER FISHMAN MANCHUCK, BOTH LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS AND PRINCIPALS AT

Shades of Green Landscape Architecture
in San Francisco, work together to cre-
ate new outdoor living spaces that are
simultaneously beautiful and green. Jamie
Durie, an Austrialian landscape designer
and new host for PBS's Victory Garden, is
equally enthusiastic about green outdoor
living spaces. In fact, he is widely known
in Austrialia as a designer who specializes
in creating concepts for outdoor living
spaces as noted in one of his books, The
Outdoor Room.

GETTING STARTED » Outdoor spaces
can be a kitchen area, dining area, loung-
ing retreat, sunbathing corner, swimming
pool, warming area centered on a hearth,
and/or any other imaginative space. “More
and more, products are accommodated for
outdoor use these days,"” Durie says. After
deciding what type of outdoor room con-
cept is most appealing, the second steps

are to create the stage and then fill it with
decorative and sustainable props.

“Choosing green materials is tricky for
us; we weigh several different factors into
our decision,” Haugeland says. Some of
the facets and factors they weigh include:
How close is the material to the installation
location in order to save on transportation
pollution, how much energy was used to
produce the materials, and how long will
the product serve the owners?

From time to time, forming a selection
is difficult because some facets contradict
each other. "We have some seriously heated
debates in our office while trying to decide
which product is indeed the greenest
material we can find for a particular type of
application,” Manchuck says.

Both the Shades of Green partners and
Durie discover that regardless of how much
research goes into their designs, ultimately,
trial and error guides their progressive

knowledge about how to create land-
scaping scenes that are at the same time
gorgeous and sustainable. “We are always
watching our gardens grow and how well
they last; it's a process of trial and error
when determining which materials we will
use again on the next project,” says Hauge-
land of Shades of Green.

WATER CONSERVATION » Water conserva-
tion can be either an action, technology, or
process implemented to reduce water loss.
Shades of Green aims to limit the amount

of lawn it incorporates into the landscape
because grass takes the greatest portion of
water to maintain, especially in arid environ-
ments. However, when they do add grass,
Shades of Green plants a variety that does not
need much water or much mowing. In lieu of
grass, they suggest a meadow with wildflow-
ers, poppies, and other plants with seasonal
interest. With this, the owners do not have to



Opposite top: Just as bamboo is a popular
altemative to wood for flooring, this backyard is
framed with a bamboo fence, setting up a textural
backdrop for the stone wall focal point. Opposite
bottom left: By xeriscaping around the perimeter
of an outdoor space, the plants blur the fence line
and produce an oasis effect. Plus, placing plants
along the fence line also provides extra privacy.
Opposite bottom right: Trading a traditional lawn
for tufts of grass conserves water and allows you to
align them in whatever patterns you please.

mow the lawn, but they can if they want to.
Shying away from certain types of
verdun, another key to water conserva-
tion is selecting low-maintenance trees,
shrubs, and flowers appropriate for the
site’s ecology. “In particular, we are trying to
get our clients comfortable with plantings
other than grass,” Manchuck says. For ex-
ample, they use plantings that have strong
drought-resistant characteristics, such as
Australian and African plants, cacti, and lots
of succulents. “We are really excited about
succulents and about how many new and
fresh ways we can incorporate them into
the landscape,” Haugeland says.

IRRIGATION INSIGHTS » “We are greatly in
favor of installing a passive irrigation system
that goes under the lawn as a pan reservoir,”
Manchuck says. The pan reservoir collects
rainwater as it passes through the top layers
of the gardens and then is cycled up again
across the plantings in the irrigation system.
Cost sometimes bars them from installing
the passive system, so Shades of Green
often resorts to using a satellite-controlled
irrigation technology that at least limits the
act of over-watering.

Durie suggests that every urban and
rural household set up rainwater harvest-
ing systems that can be used for irrigation
and gray water household uses, local

regulations permitting. Cisterns and a
wide variety of storage tanks are available,
including a tank that forms a vertical wall
or fence. “When designing a cistern, we
have to calculate how much rainwater will
likely be caught and then how much water
is needed for surrounding plantings before
we know whether this will be a successful
system or not,” Manchuck notes.

DESIGN CONCEPTS » Haugeland and
Manchuck suggest that it is primarily impor-
tant to work with the existing structures and
materials found in one’s backyard in order
to reduce waste. Even broken-up concrete
paving can be tumed into funky-shaped
pavers or retaining walls. An existing fence
can be covered with vegetation so its
boundary is retained but its tattered image
is concealed. Reusing existing materials in
new forms or fashions such as new cushions
for existing furniture also enlivens the
space. Planting a zigzag pattern of vegeta-
tion on a sloped surface retains erosion in a
gentle, green manner.

“Vertical elements—such as trellis
structures, porches, trees, piers, fences,
and retaining walls—are necessary to
create additional rooms within the whole
landscape,” Manchuck says. Durie concurs
with Shades of Green and adds that verti-
cal elements help create necessary privacy.

“You need to feel that you have total
ownership of your garden,” Durie says.
Without privacy, the homeowners and
guests are not enabled to feel as comfort-
able as possible.

RETAINING WALLS AND PERVIOUS
PAVING » Retaining walls are important
vertical elements in the garden that can

be constructed with a variety of green
materials. Durie is especially fond of using
gabion walls, which are galvanized steel
caged boxes filled with postindustrial ex-
quarry rubble waste. When Shades of Green
designs retaining walls, they often paint
them with bright colors that coordinate with
plantings within the scenery. They discov-
ered a natural hydraulic lime pigment that is
environmentally friendly because it does not
off-gas harmful fumes.

Durie recommends that sealed surfaces in
the gardens are minimized so that “moisture
finds its way through the garden.” One of
the most common ways to allow rainwater to
permeate through hard surfaces is to install
pavers through which grass thrives. An ap-
pealing factor of this design concept is the
contrast between the rigidity of the pavers
juxtaposed against the delicate blades of
grass. “The material used for these pavers can
be concrete or other materials that may have
recycled content within. We usually separate


















